
 

SERMON OUTLINE 
 

 
Why Christ’s Resurrection Matters Now 

1 Corinthians 15:12-34 
 

I. A Useless, Hopeless Life – If there is no resurrection, then we have 
no hope (15:12-19). 
A. Our resurrection and Christ’s stand or fall together (12-13) 
B. If Christ didn’t rise faith is useless and we are liars (14-16) 
C. If Christ didn’t rise we are lost in our sins (17-19). 

 We would have only guilt now, not forgiveness (17). 
 When we die, we would just be gone forever (18-19). 

 
II. God really rules – But since Christ was raised, God is in charge of all 

things forever (15:20-28)! 
A. Since Christ was raised by the Father, we will too (20-22). 

 Like Adam brought death, Christ brings eternal life. 
B. Since Christ was raised, God’s entire plan for the future is set in motion (23-24). 

 Christ is already raised by the Father (23a). 
 We will be raised when Christ returns (23b; 15:50-55). 
 All others will be raised at the “end” (24; Revelation 20). 

C. Since Christ was raised, God established His true authority over death and everything 
else (25-28). 

 God rules! Satan’s tyranny through death will end! 
 

III. Life now has real meaning – Living for God now makes perfect sense 
since we will live with God forever (15:29-34)! 
A. If I don’t live forever, anything religious or spiritual is foolish (29). 
B. If I don’t live forever, I shouldn’t sacrifice; I should just live for pleasure (30-32; 1 

Corinthians 6:13-20). 
C. Don’t imitate those who deny the resurrection because they are ignorant of eternal 

accountability to God (33-34)! 
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